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Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

December 15, 2021 

 

A meeting of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) was held on 

December 15, 2021 at 10 a.m. at the Richmond Times-Dispatch Building, 8460 Times Dispatch 

Blvd, Mechanicsville, VA 23116. 

 

Members Present 

 Richard Shook, Air Force Association 

 William Aramony, American Legion 

 Glenn Yarborough, Association of the United States Army 

 Denice Williams, Disabled American Veterans 

 Sha’ron Martin, Fleet Reserve Association 

 Lauren Augustine, Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans of America 

 John Clickener, Marine Corps League 

 Monti Zimmerman, Military Officers Association of America 

 Mark Atchison, Military Order of the Purple Heart 

 Vernon Peters, Military Order of the World Wars 

 Preston Curry, Paralyzed Veterans of America 

 Terence Moore, Reserve Association of America 

 Dan Karnes, Roanoke Valley Veterans Council 

 Rick Raskin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

 George Corbett, Vietnam Veterans of America 

 Robert Barnette, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 

 Kevin Hoffman, Virginia National Guard Association 

 Michael Dick, Chairman, Board of Veterans Services 

 John Lesinski, Chairman, Veterans Services Foundation 

 John Maxwell, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  

 

Members Absent 

 Richard Van Norton, Jr., AMVETS 

 Jack Hilgers, Legion of Valor 

 Michelle Ramos Domingue, Navy Mutual Aid Association 

 

Alternates Present (representing their VSO) 

 Rich Rinaldo, Legion of Valor 

 Meredith Burns, Navy Mutual Aid Association 

 

Alternates Present (not representing their VSO) 

 Rick Oertel, American Legion 

 Lisa Gregory, Disabled American Veterans 

 Bill Ashton, Fleet Reserve Association 

 John Down, Military Officers Association of America 

 Alvin Chandler, Military Order of the World Wars 
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 Harold Sayles, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

 

Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

 The Honorable Kelly Thomasson, Secretary of the Commonwealth (by Zoom for swearing in 

of new members) 

 Tramaine Carroll-Payne, Department of Veterans Services (DVS) 

 Steven Combs, DVS 

 Claudia Flores, DVS 

 Glendalynn Glover, DVS 

 Brandi Jancaitis, DVS 

 Robert Jukic, DVS (via Zoom) 

 Kayla LaFond, DVS 

 Ravi Padma, DVS 

 Annie Walker, DVS 

 Walt Mercer, Department of Military Affairs (DMA) 

 Cassy Russell, DMA 

 Larry Jarrell, Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 

 

Guests 

 Quinn Augustine 

 Richard Anderson 

 Rahsan Mitchell 

 MacKenzie Heidelmark, Office of Congresswoman Spanberger 

 Edie Smith (via Zoom) 

 

Items included in the Agenda Packet 

 Draft Agenda 

 Draft Minutes September 9, 2021 meeting 

 BVS Report to JLC 

 VSF Report to JLC 

 VDVS Operations Update 

 Proposed 2022 Meeting Schedule and Work Plan 

 

Call to Order 

Acting Chairman Denice Williams called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 

 

Thoughts and meditation 

The JLC Chaplain, Mr. Kevin Hoffman, provided thoughts and meditation, recognizing the memory 

of Mrs. Ellen Bernice Faircloth, mother of JLC Acting Chair Denice Williams, who recently passed. 

 

Swearing in of new members 

The Honorable Kelly Thomasson, Secretary of the Commonwealth, connecting via Zoom, swore in 

seven newly appointed/reappointed JLC members. 
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Roll Call of VSOs, Quorum Determination, and Introduction of Guest 
The roll was called, and 19 of the 20 Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) represented on the 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) were recorded as being 

represented.  A quorum was determined.  The three ex officio members were recorded as present. 

 

Acting Chair Williams asked the state officials and guests to introduce themselves.  Their names and 

organizational affiliation are recorded above. 

 

Approval of the Agenda (Attachment 1) 

Chair Williams asked for a motion to approve the Agenda as presented.  Mr. John Clickener made a 

motion, seconded by Mr. Sha’ron Martin, to approve the meeting agenda as presented. The motion 

carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Approve September 9, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
Chair Williams asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the September 9, 2021 meeting as 

drafted.  Mr. Rick Raskin made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vernon Peters, to approve the minutes 

as drafted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Legislative Initiatives 

Chair Williams asked for an update on each JLC legislative initiative.  

 

JLC initiative 2022-01, Suicide Prevention among SMVF was proposed by AMVETS.  Mr. Steven 

Combs provided information on the initiative from a process perspective explaining this is a budget 

initiative rather than a legislative initiative. Chair Williams asked for questions. None heard. 

 

Chair Williams moved to JLC initiative 2022-02, expanding tax relief for surviving spouses.  Mr. 

Monti Zimmerman, representing MOAA, reported on the legislative members who agreed to sponsor 

this initiative during the 2022 General Assembly session, to include co-patrons in the House for bi-

partisan support. Mr. Zimmerman further detailed the specifics of the initiative. 

 

Chair Williams moved to JLC initiative 2022-03,VSO Color and Honor Guards. Mr. John Clickener 

provided information on the legislative members who agreed to patron and co-patron the initiative.  

 

Chair Williams moved to JLC initiative 2022-04 to increase state General Fund (GF) support to state 

cemeteries.  Mr. Sha’ron Martin from the Fleet Reserve explained that this was a budget initiative 

and asked for questions. None heard. 

 

Chair Williams move to JLC initiative 2022-05, to promote the hiring of the National Guard. Mr. 

Robert Barnette described the details of the initiative. Commissioner Maxwell provided more 

information on the V3 program and the grant total. Mr. Rich Rinaldo provided his thoughts that the 

grant money should go to the employers of the National Guard as a way to incentivize them. Mr. 

Kevin Hoffman commented that employers would be incentivized to hire with this grant money 

given that Guard members can be called to active duty. 

 

Chair Williams moved to JLC initiative 2022-06 and 2022-07. Mr. Kevin Hoffman commented on 

the state park admission and noted that Texas offers free admission to state parks.  Mr. Richard 
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Shook asked if family members were included. Mr. Hoffman responded the initiative applies to the 

Guardsmen.  For 2022-07, Mr. Hoffman provided a brief history of state tax exemption for 

Guardsman.  Mr. Zimmerman asked if there are any legislative patrons identified. Mr. Hoffman 

noted there are a few possible legislative members identified. BVS Chairman Michael Dick asked if 

the exemption is tied to an index. Mr. Hoffman indicated it is not tied to an index. 

 

No additional comments or questions. Chair Williams moved to Reports and Updates 

 

Reports / Updates 

 

BVS Report (Attachment 2) 

Chairman Michael Dick of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) provided the BVS report.  He 

noted the appointment and re-appointments to the BVS are complete. Chairman Dick commented on 

the BVS efforts in 2022 to assist VDVS with identifying measures and metrics for the strategic 

priorities. 

 

VSF Report (Attachment 3) 

Chairman John Lesinski of the Veterans Services (VSF) presented the VSF report.  He commented 

on the VSF meeting held in December and the discussion on contributions. He noted the next 

meeting scheduled for March 2022. 

 

VDVS Operational Update (Attachment 4) 

Commissioner John Maxwell provided an overview VDVS operations and noted an uptick in 

requests for services by veterans and their families to include request for housing services. 

Commissioner Maxwell noted the Virginia Women Veterans Summit is planned as an in-person 

summit in 2022.  Commissioner Maxwell asked members to remind veterans of VDVS Transition 

Services. 

 

New Business 

 

Election of Officers 

Chair Williams stated that, in the absence of a JLC Nominating Committee, the JLC would open the 

floor to nominations for Chair and Vice Chair, after which the Council would vote on each position.  

There were no objections. 

 

Mr. John Clickener nominated Mr. Monti Zimmerman for the position of Vice Chair.  Chair 

Williams asked if there were any further nominations.  Hearing none, Mr. Robert Barnette made a 

motion, seconded by Mr. Kevin Hoffman, that the nominations be closed.  The motion was agreed 

to by unanimous consent. 

 

Chair Williams asked for a vote of the Council to elect Mr. Zimmerman as Vice Chair for the 2021-

2022 term.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

Chair Williams turned the gavel over to Mr. Zimmerman for the election of a Chair. 

 

Mr. John Clickener nominated Ms. Denice Williams for the position of Chair.  Vice Chair 
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Zimmerman asked if there were any further nominations.  Hearing none, Mr. Robert Barnette made a 

motion, seconded by Mr. Rick Raskin, that the nominations be closed.  The motion was agreed to 

by unanimous consent. 

 

Vice Chair Zimmerman asked for a vote of the Council to elect Ms. Williams as Chair for the 2021-

2022 term.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

Mr. Clickener asked about appointed officers and the procedures for appointment. 

 

Mr. Steven Combs referred to the JLC Bylaws, and noted that the appointed officers were 

Legislative Officer, Assistant Legislative Officer, and Chaplain, and that the procedures called for 

the Chair to nominate these officers following the meeting, and for the Council to ratify the Chair’s 

appointments at the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Clickener recommended that, with the upcoming General Assembly session, an Interim 

Legislative Officer and Interim Assistant Legislative Officer be appointed and confirmed right away.  

Chair Williams named Mr. Clickener as Interim Legislative Officer and Mr. Zimmerman as Interim 

Assistant Legislative Officer.  There was unanimous consent. 

 

The JLC and the 2022 General Assembly Session 

Ms. Claudia Flores proposed that the JLC hold its 2022 “Day at the General Assembly” by Zoom on 

January 13, 2022, with a schedule of speakers and timetable to be developed under guidance of the 

Interim Legislative Officers.  The Council agreed with this approach. 

 

Lobbyist-in-a-Box (LIAB) Account 

Mr. John Clickener made a request that VDVS establish a Lobbyist-in-a-Box (LIAB) Account for 

the JLC to use during the 2022 session.  He noted that LIAB is a system that links to the General 

Assembly’s Legislative Information System (LIS) and is used to track bills.  He also noted that the 

JLC was not a lobbying organization, and that the “Lobbyist” is LIAB was the system name.  He 

noted that the cost of a separate account was $400 per year. 

 

VDVS Commissioner John Maxwell agreed to consider the request. 

 

Approve 2022 Meeting Schedule/Work Plan 

Ms. Claudia Flores directed the members’ attention to the agenda packet, which contained the 

proposed JLC 2022 Meeting Schedule/Work Plan.  There were no questions.  Mr. Rick Raskin made 

a motion, seconded by Mr. Mark Atchison, to adopt the Schedule/Work Plan as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Other New Business, Open Discussion, and “Good of the Order” reports 

Mr. Robert Barnette discussed the State Sponsored Life Insurance Program for National Guard 

Members. 

 

Mrs. Brandi Jancaitis shared information on suicide prevention tools to include medication lock 

boxes and gun locks. Ms. Jancaitis directed members to a resource table to obtain additional 

information.  Commissioner Maxwell commented on the Lock and Talk Program as a suicide 
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prevention measure. 

 

Chair Williams and Commissioner Maxwell presented former JLC Chair Bill Ashton with a plaque 

to recognize his service as JLC Vice Chair from 2019-2020 and Chair from 2020-2021. 

 

Public Comment 

No public comment was received. 

 

Adjourn 

Chairman Williams adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m.   

 

The next regular business meeting is Thursday, May 12, 2022 at 10 a.m.  The meeting is tentatively 

scheduled to be held at the Virginia War Memorial. 

 

The JLC will hold a Zoom information session on Friday, December 17, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. to review 

the veteran and military-related items in the Governor’s introduced budget. 

 

The JLC will hold the 2022 JLC Day at the General Assembly via Zoom on Thursday, January 13, 

2022.  An agenda/schedule will be sent as soon as possible. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 
 

December 15, 2021 

10:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
 

Richmond Times-Dispatch Hanover Building 

8460 Times Dispatch Blvd, Mechanicsville VA 23116 
 

AGENDA 

 

I. Opening, Meeting Notes, and Pledge of Allegiance – Denice Williams, Acting JLC Chair 

(10:00 – 10:05) 
 

II. Opening Thoughts & Meditation, Kevin Hoffman, JLC Chaplain (10:05 – 10:08) 

 

III. Swearing-in of new members – TBD/if needed (10:08 – 10:13) 
 

IV. Roll call and introduction of member, quorum determination, and introduction of guests – 

Denice Williams, Acting JLC Chair (10:13 – 10:30) 
 

V. Approve Agenda – Denice Williams, Acting JLC Chair (10:30 – 10:32) 
 

VI. Approve September 9 meeting minutes – Denice Williams, Acting JLC Chair (10:32 – 

10:35) 
 

VII. Legislative Initiatives (10:35 – 11:15)  

a. Status of JLC 2022 recommendations (patrons, bills, meetings, etc.) – JLC Points of 

Contact 
 

VIII. Reports (11:15 – 11:30) 

a. Board of Veterans Services (BVS) – Michael Dick, BVS Chairman 

b. Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) – John Lesinski, VSF Chairman 

c. Virginia Department of Veterans Services (VDVS) – John Maxwell, VDVS 

Commissioner  

 

IX. New Business (11:30 – 12:00) 

a. Election of Officers, Denice Williams, Acting JLC Chair 

b. The JLC and the 2022 General Assembly session – Claudia Flores, DVS Director of 

Policy & Planning 

c. Lobbyist-in-a-Box (LIAB) Account – JLC Chair  

d. Approve 2022 Meeting Schedule/Work Plan – JLC Chair 

e. Other New Business, Open Discussion, and “Good of the Order” reports –JLC Chair 
 

X. Public comment period –JLC Chair (12:00 – 12:10) 

 

XI. Closing remarks and prepare for next meeting –JLC Chair (12:10 – 12:15) 
 

XII. Adjourn (12:15) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
Board of Veterans Services Report 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
VDVS Operations Update 

 

 
 

Department of Veterans Services 

 

 
John Maxwell                       Telephone: (804) 786-0220 

Commissioner                                 Fax:  (804) 786-0302 

 

Virginia Department of Veterans Services (VDVS)  

Operations Update  

for the 

Joint Leadership Council 

December 15, 2021 
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